Mother’s Day Message (11th May, 2008)
Elisabeth, the Exemplary Mother

By KC Ung

Introduction:  
Elisabeth appears only in one chapter in the Bible (Luke chapter 1).  She came on the scene when Required and Receded to the background when she had played her Role. Her Extraordinary Entrance and Exit Establishes her as an Exemplary girl, wife, woman and mother in her generation. That she could combine the following qualities in her singular character sets her out as one Example that mothers will do well to Emulate and to inculcate in their children even today.  Consider therefore her qualities.
A. She was a Good Girl

1. Aaron, the high priest, was her Ancestor. 

Lk. 1:5


His wife was of the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elisabeth.

Hence, Elisabeth came from a good and godly, prestigious and priestly lineage.

2. Elisabeth was named after Aaron’s wife, Elisheba.
Exo. 6:23
Aaron took him Elisheba, daughter of Amminadab, sister of Naashon, to wife.


a. Bible names and their Meanings. It is often hoped that a person will live up to what his/her  name means, e.g.

i. Abram’s name was changed to Abraham. [Abram = high father; Abraham = father of a multitude]

Neither shall thy name any more be called Abram, but thy name shall be Abraham; 
for a father of many nations have I made thee.
Gen. 17:5
ii. Sarai’s name was changed to Sarah. [Sarai = she that strives (?); Sarah = princess.]
Gen. 17:15

iii. Jacob’s name was changed to Israel. [Jacob = supplanter; Israel = a prince with God]
Gen. 32:28

Thy name shall be called no more Jacob, but Israel: for as a prince hast thou power with God.

Their God-given names ennobled the character they would later become from what they were before!

“Elisabeth” itself was derived from a noble priestly line; and her son’s name “John” was divinely chosen.

b. Elisabeth’s name Means “my God has sworn an oath” or “God is (my) oath”. 

i. For God to be linked with an oath is to Point to His immutable Promises:
Heb. 6:17, 18

Wherein God, willing more abundantly to show unto the heirs of promise the immutability of his counsel, confirmed it by an oath: That by two immutable things, in which it was impossible for God to lie, we might have a strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before us.

· When God Speaks He cannot lie, being God Himself: God, that cannot lie
Tit. 1:2

· When God Swears, it is more to assure us, that we might be strongly encouraged.
Heb. 6:18, NRSV
ii. Elisabeth would live to see God’s Word proved true when it came through Gabriel later. Lk. 1:11-17, 13, 19 

Fear not, Zacharias…thy wife Elisabeth shall bear thee a son, and thou shalt call his name John.
From young she was brought up to Trust God; in her old age this would be her greatest Test.

She Believed God despite her Barrenness all these years and passed the test…

For with God nothing shall be impossible.
Lk. 1:37
3. Elisabeth must be a Virgin and in Verity an Israelite as well.
Lev. 21:10, 13, 14

a. She must be a Virgin, as a high priest could only take a virgin to be his wife.

And he that is the high priest among his brethren…shall take a wife in her virginity.
A widow, or a divorced woman, or profane, or an harlot, these shall he not take: 
but he shall take a virgin of his own people to wife.

b. She must be an Israelite, as a high priest could only take a wife from his own people.
Lev. 21:14b 


he shall take a virgin of his own people to wife


Thus, Elisabeth was Virtuous Virgin and True to her Tribe before marriage – she was a Good Girl!

B. She was a Great Wife - She was the wife of Zecharias the Priest.
Lk. 1:5

1. Consider her Closeness with her husband.

a. She was mentioned twice as “his wife”.
Lk. 1:5, 24

i. She was Zechariah’s wife in Marriage, demonstrating Mutual love.
Lk. 1:5


A certain priest named Zacharias… and his wife… Elisabeth.

ii. She was still Zechariah’s wife when she conceived, Maintaining their love all these years.
1:24


after those days his wife Elisabeth conceived.

b. She and her husband were mentioned together – “both”
Lk. 1:6, 7

i.  they both were now well stricken in years.
Lk. 1:7b
· They both must have Loved each other to Live and grow old together throughout the years.
· They also bore each other’s Burden when Elisabeth was known to be Barren.
ii. They were both righteous before God…
Lk. 1:6
· They must be spending Time together in their Devotions.
· They must be doing Things together in their Daily walk with God.
They were walking in all the commandments and ordinances of the Lord…
And they were blameless…
· In Character: they were both righteous before God.
· In their Communication: they talked and they walked with each other.

· In their Conduct: they walked in all His commandments and ordinances of the Lord
2. There was no recorded Criticism from her husband though she was Childless.
a. They were not Bitter over her Barrenness. They just Prayed with Patience.

Lk. 1:13


Fear not, Zacharias: for thy prayer is heard.
b. Elisabeth’s Barrenness was with divine Purpose – she must wait…
i. For the Fulness of what was predicted to be Fulfilled
ii. Her son, John, was Foretold to be the Forerunner of the Messiah.
Lk. 1:17 cf. Mal. 3:1; 4:5, 6

And he shall go before him in the spirit and power of Elias, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just; to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.
c. Eventually Zecharias went Back home to tell his wife. She submitted and was Pregnant.
 
He departed to his own house, and after those days his wife Elisabeth conceived.
Lk. 1:23, 34
i. God was working out His greater Purposes in her life and His Plan was Perfect.
ii. Elisabeth was a Great wife who brought forth a Greater son, John the Baptist. 
Matt. 11:11


Among them that are born of women there hath not risen a greater than John the Baptist.
Cf. Other submissive wives who were barren at the beginning but later were the mothers of great sons:
· Sarah brought forth Isaac and became a mother of nations; kings of people shall be of her. Gen. 17:16

· Rachel brought forth Joseph who later became the prime minister of Egypt.
Gen. 30:22-24

· Hannah brought forth Samuel, the prophet, who led Israel when it became a nation. 
I Sam. 1:27, 28
C. She was a Gracious Woman. 
1. Elisabeth was a Relative of Mary, the mother of Jesus.
Lk. 1:36, NRSV


Now, your relative (not a cousin as in KJV) Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son.

a. She was godly being full of the Holy Ghost. (Elisabeth was filled with the Holy Ghost:)
Lk. 1:41

b. She was modest and Humble when greeting Mary.

Lk. 1:43


whence is this to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me?

2. She Rejoiced to see Mary (also with Child) when the latter visited her.
Lk. 1:41, 42
Elisabeth was filled with the Holy Ghost: and she spake out with a loud voice, and said, 

Blessed art thou among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb
3. She Recognised the special Child in Mary.
Lk. 1:41-45
Elisabeth was filled with the Holy Ghost: And she spake out with a loud voice, and said, 
Blessed art thou among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb.

 And whence is this to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me?

 For, lo, as soon as the voice of thy salutation sounded in mine ears,
 the babe leaped in my womb for joy.
 And blessed is she that believed: for there shall be a performance of those things which were told her from the Lord 

a. She sensed a relationship between her Babe and Mary’s Son.

b. She called Mary “Blessed” for she “Believed”!
4. She Related well to her neighbours and relatives –.


Her neighbors and relatives heard that the Lord had shown His great mercy to her, and they rejoiced with her.
Elisabeth was never jealous of her relative though she knew her son would play a secondary role to Mary’s. She was ever a Gracious and a Godly woman, and she had a Good testimony in her neighbourhood

D. She was a Godly Mother.
Lk. 1:57


Now Elisabeth's full time came that she should be delivered; and she brought forth a son.

1. The Mother knew her Son was God-given…
a. Thus, her Son’s name must be Specifically how God had named him – John.

His mother answered and said, Not so; but he shall be called John.

Lk. 1:60
b. Thus, her son was Special…


And she needed to bring him up in a Godly manner. And she could do it because…

i. She was righteous.

ii. She walked in the commandments and ordinances of the Lord.

iii. She prayed.

iv. She was blameless in her ways.

v. She had the Lord to guide her.

Lk. 1:66


What manner of child shall this be! And the hand of the Lord was with him.

vi.  Both she and her husband were Spirit-filled: 


In fact all the three in the family: father, mother and son were filled with the Holy Spirit. Lk. 1:67, 41, 15
2. The Mother Surrendered her Son to grow up according to God’s Plans for him.

Lk. 1:80

The child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, and was in the deserts till the day of his showing unto Israel.


Cf. Hannah: 


I Sam. 1: 27, 28


For this child I prayed; and the LORD hath given me my petition which I asked of him:


Therefore also I have lent him to the LORD; as long as he liveth he shall be lent to the LORD.
3. The Father Sounded forth God’s Purpose for his son.

Lk. 1: 67, 76-79

And his father Zacharias was filled with the Holy Ghost, and prophesied, saying…
And thou, child, shalt be called the prophet of the Highest: 
for thou shalt go before the face of the Lord to prepare his ways;


To give knowledge of salvation unto his people by the remission of their sins,

Through the tender mercy of our God; whereby the dayspring from on high hath visited us,

To give light to them that sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, 
To guide our feet into the way of peace.
It is no wonder therefore that…

 the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, and was in the deserts
till the day of his showing unto Israel.
What a Man and what a great Messenger of God, John grew up to be so that the Master Himself said:

Verily I say unto you, Among them that are born of women

there hath not risen a greater than John the Baptist.

Matt. 11:11
And all because of…


A Good Girl, 

A Great Wife, 

A Gracious Woman and 

A Godly Mother 

that Elisabeth was.

My wife (a mother herself) and I take this occasion to wish all mothers …

A BLESSED MOTHER’S DAY TODAY!
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